
Community Statement Concerning Cornell University October 15, 2026 
 
We, leaders and stakeholders serving the Ithaca and Tompkins County communities, demand 
that the Cornell University Board of Trustees and senior Ithaca campus officials take immediate, 
transparent, and effective steps toward terminating the campus sexual assault culture that Cornell 
acknowledges has persisted for too long. 
  
We share the outrage that has been expressed by New York Governor Kathy Hochul, Cornell 
students, Cornell faculty, Cornell alumni, Ithaca and Tompkins County community members, 
and Americans across the country over the handling of allegations that Jane Doe was gang raped 
at the Chi Phi fraternity house on the Cornell campus on October 19-20, 2024. 
  
We support Governor Hochul’s appointment of Attorney General Letitia James to conduct a new 
investigation of the allegations and the Governor’s call for Cornell to appoint outside counsel to 
review how university officials handled Jane Doe’s sexual assault report. 
  
We speak out collectively because the persistence of sexual assault involving Cornellians 
impacts the wider Ithaca and Tompkins County communities. Our medical and emergency 
services, behavioral health providers, and sexual assault advocates are directly involved in 
supporting Cornell students who experience sexual assault or are affected by it in other ways. 
Members of our communities including our children are constantly alerted to incidents of sexual 
misconduct related to the Cornell campus. 
  
We agree with Governor Hochul when she stated: “This culture has to stop. And in New York, 
we’re going to do everything we can to stop it.” 
  
In Ithaca and Tompkins County, this now begins with Cornell immediately implementing robust, 
zero-tolerance policies and practices for preventing sexual violence, including: educating its 
students about sexual assault and its root causes; procedures ensuring effective Title IX and 
criminal investigations of assault allegations; and meaningful and timely penalties placed on 
perpetrators as well as Greek organizations and other entities responsible for tolerating sexual 
assault on their premises.  
  
We call on Cornell to implement a system of accountability that transparently reviews and 
evaluates its reforms and regularly reports back to the campus, Ithaca, and Tompkins County 
communities on the results. 
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